CONFERENCE IN ATHENS, DECEMBER 26, 1944

we came with good hearts and full hands, with no thought in view
but the restoration of Greece to her place, won by hard fighting, in the
ranks of the Allies when victory is not so distant.

Why is it that we cannot leave ? Since we Lave been here, very
violent and unexpected troubles have arisen, and we have become
involved in them through doing what we believed was our duty.
That duty we shall discharge inflexibly and faithfully to the end, but
do not let anyone have in his mind the idea that Great Britain desires
any material advantages from Greece. We don't want an inch of
your territory, we seek no commercial advantages save those which
arc offered by Greece to all the nations of the world. We have not
the slightest intention of interfering with the way in which normal
and tranquil Greece carries on its affairs,

Whether Greece is a monarchy or a republic is a matter for Greeks
and Greeks alone to decide. All we wish you is good, and good for all.

What will enable us to leave Greece ? Naturally, now that all these
tragic things have happened, we are bound in honour to bring this
matter to a good conclusion. We must, of course, ask the acceptance
and fulfilment of General Scobie's terms. We hope there may be
established a broad-based Greek Government, representative of the
Greek nation, possessed of sufficient armed power in a Greek National
Army, and with Greek police to preserve itself in Athens until a fair
free general election can be held all over the country, or at any rate
over the greater part of the country.

We hope the voice of the Greek people will be fully expressed in
the same way as we express our voice in England and America, by the
method of elections based on a secret ballot, so that every man, rich
or poor, has an equal right to cast his vote of citizenship.

All we want from the Greeks is our ancient friendship. All we seek
is that you should live happy and free and become prosperous and take
a place in the councils of the United Nations worthy of the Greeks
who broke the Italian power and fought so bravely against the over-
whelming might of Germany.

I exhort you to believe that I speak on behalf of His Majesty's
Government, and that I speak the truth from my heart.

When we came here yesterday we thought it would be a good thing
to have a talk around a table. It is better to let every effort be made
to remake Greece as a factor in victory, and to do it now, Therefore,
we had a talk with Mr. Papandreou, the Prime Minister, who at
Lebanon I was led to believe was supported by all parties in Greece,
and we proposed to him that there should be a conference like this,

I and Mr. Eden have come all this way, although great battles are
raging in Belgium and on the German frontier, to make this effort to
rescue Greece from a miserable fate and raise her to a point of great